i Survey
In this Province, roads are divided into four classes.
Class 1 or trunk roads are maintained at the expense of
the District Boards or Municipal Coiuicils, except for a
short mileage of important routes that are maintained by
the Public Works Department The Government makes
a grant for the maintenance of these i^oads upon the
certification of the Superintending Engineers of the
P W D. that the expenditure has been incurred and that
their conditions justify it. In respect of the second class
roads which are motorable and are either metalled or
are gravel-surfaced, a fixed grant is made for their
maintenance. For these too, certification is necessary, and
the Collector of the District is the authority that has to
do the certification. The third class roads are maintained
entirely by the District Boards The fourth class roads
arc village roads for the maintenance of which the
Panchayat Boards are responsible Prior to the abolition
of Taluk Boards, these had their own share of roads to
maintain.
Apart from these, the P.W.D. maintains considerable
lengths of roads consisting of canal bank or river bank
roads, ghat roads and roads in certain agency tracts such
as those in the Vizagapatam and Godavari Districts.
Finally, the Forest Department has about four thousand
miles of roads to maintain Thus the Madras Presidency
has the greatest length of roads in the whole of India both
with regard to the total length and the area served With
the constitution of the Central Eoad Fund in 1929-30, the
Madras Government decided to sanction a full grant for
expenditure on trunk roads and a half grant in respect
of other roads. On the abolition of tolls consequent on
the passing of the Motor Vehicles Taxation Act of 1931,
the District Bodies found it impossible to maintain the
other roads up to the standard required and, in conse-
quence, the half grant was not availed of. The trunk
roads alone could be maintained, but these, unfortunately,
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